[Multiple injuries and quality control].
A prospective registration was carried out of all patients with multiple injuries who were admitted to hospital in 1990 during the first 24 hours after the accident. The total number was 441, and included 47 patients with penetrating injuries. Such patients constituted 5 per cent of a total of 9,000 admitted patients, and 19 per cent of a total of 2,266 injured persons. The injuries were scored using the Trauma Score and Injury Severity Score (ISS) and the probability for survival was calculated by the TRISS method. 148 patients were seriously injured, having an Injury Severity Score 16 or more. Traffic accidents were most common, and were the cause of injury in more than 50 per cent of the patients. 15 per cent of the patients with such injuries were under the influence of alcohol and 5 per cent were drug abusers. The percentage under the influence of alcohol was three times as high, however, among patients injured by violence. Median ISS was 26 for the whole series, and 41 for the 41 patients who died. Mortality was significantly higher in patients older than 54 years of age than among younger patients. No patients were reduced to a vegetative state, but 13 per cent of the surviving patients were considerably disabled. Among the 41 patients who died the main cause of death was haemorrhage in 17, and airway obstruction in five. Estimation of probability of survival showed that the mortality in this series compared well with the mortality in larger series of injured persons in America. None the less, improvement is still feasible.